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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
The doctrine of a future and general judge- 
ment, when all intelligent creation, that have 
lived and died since te foundation of the 
world, shall be raised to life—two characters 
receguized, a final and sternal separation made, 
the one consigned to a state of torment while 
God exists—-the other received to an endless 
and glorious immortality, is a doctrine, which 
has so long been believed and advocated by 
limitarian orthodoxy, that he who dares to call 
in questis n the truth of itis considered by some 
not only an heretic, but an infatuated monster ! 
Should he attempt to prove the doctrine erro- 
neous, he is at once identified with all unright- 
eousness—one who is fast “ spreading infideli- 
ty,” especially if he give encouragement to 
such publications as are calculated to bring 
this darling tenet to disrepute 3 and though he 
acknowledges and fully believes all the judge- 
ment days, which have taken place since the 
creation of the world, as recorded in the seriv- 
tures of the old and new Testament 3 although 
he fully believes a day of judgement to the old 
world with a flood: a day of judgement to 
Sodom and Gomorrah; to Tyre and Sidon; 
to Pharaoh and his host; to the children of 
Israel by bondage, by famine and pestilence, 
aday o ston to the city of Jerusalem 
and the land of Judes, by des lation and des 
traction ; and though he believes that all the 
days of judgement which were threatened to 
the Jewish nation, are or will be inflicted in 
the manner, and according to the time specifi- 
ed by the Prophets, by the Lord Jesus and by 
the Apostles; yet. sill he must believe in a 
future general judgement after miukind have 
been dead several thousand vears, he must be- 
lieve that their bodies will then be raised and 
judged, and receive in them according to_ ly 
goodness or badness of their characters while 
they were alive on the earth. Ifthe denies this 
he is guilty of a most heaven-daring presump 
tion. Far better is no belief according to or- 
thodoxy. Limitarians would have us believe 
at one time, that the destinies of m nkind are 
fixed at death for eternity, either hippiness or 
misery-—that when they die, they will imme- 
diately appear before the judgement bar ot 
God, to give account for the deeds done in the 
body. At another time, they are represenied 
as rising from the dead, with the wh: le hu.nan 
family, to receive the sentence of life or death 





ed at death for cterniiy, why this general judge- 
ment again? Shall t..e blessed in heaven leave 
heir blissful abodes, come down to this lower 
earth, and be wied the second time? or shall 
the damned in hell come forth and be judged, 
and sentenced to the same place of torment 
from whence they came out? Or will some of 
both characters receive a different judgement, 
a different destiny ? Peradventure some vir- 
tnous person may have been suffering with the 
miserable, who ought to have been blessed.— 
Or perhaps some hell deserving wretch may 
have been all this time with the blessed in hea- 
ven, who ought to have been with the misera- 
hle inhell. Is this the God of the whole earth, 
who needs to review his past conduct? Nay, 
it savours too much of the god of Baal’s provh- 
ets, whom Elijah affirms must be asleep and 
ought to be awaked. If the prophet Elijah 
spoke disrespectfully of the gud of Baal’s proph- 
ets, because he needed so much noise and mis- 
ery, by velling and cutting the flesh, before he 
could hear and answer, why may not we with 
the same propriety speak disrespectfully of the 
god of modern orthodoxy, becwse he needs to 
review his former judgements—his past con- 
duct? But this doctrine ofa futare judgement, 
when the whole human family shall be raised 
and receive the sentence for life or death for 
“ternity, is a doctrine which is sacred, and must 
he true; it must be so, because it must be so, 
and because so many great men have long 
lieved it so. It is enough for us to belie ‘ve 

it without inquiring why it is so, or in what 
part of the earth this great assemblige is to 
ake place—whether in Europe, Africa, or A- 
merica—whether on this or the opposite side 
the earth—wheher at London or Nowe 
York, at Buffilo, or farther west in the Michi- 
1 Territorv—we have only to believe it — 

If we demand when this judgement is to teke 
plice, we are told “when Christ sh Il come to 
jadge the whole world, and reward every man 
recording to bis deeds.” — Bat what appears to 
be the most astoniching and surprising to us 
is, that when we demand the testimony for 
proof of this et-rnal destruction of mankind in 
a future st ite, we are ref-rred to those very 
nassages of scripturr, the conterts of which fix 
the time of judgement to a perivd more than fif= 
tecn hundred years ago. We are referred to 
‘hose passages which speak of the coming of 
Christ. Probably the one in Matt, xvi. 27. 
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Siar te Sun 1 Mou shail come or i glory 
of his Father, wih his angels, and then he shall 
reward every man 
This is one of the passages which is quoted to 


ceording to his works. ”"— | 


prove the common notion of a ju ‘ge ment in a | 


future state; whereas the next verse fixes the 
time of this judzement, or com ng F the Son of 
Man iv the following words: “ Verily I say 
unto you, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son of 
Man coming in his kingdom.” Or aguin. we 
are referred to Mati. viii 38. Whos: ever, 
therefore, shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words, in "this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, 
when he cometa in the glory of his Fs her 
with the hely angels.” ut the time of this 
coming is expressed in the next ve se, ** And 
he said unto them verily Estv unto you, that 
there be some of tiem that stind here which 
shall not tas‘e death ill they have seen the 
kingdom of Ged come with power.” ©. if 
the parall) passage in Luke ix. 26, is referred 
to fr proof, the time is specified alse by the 
Sevieur, end fixed to the g: neration in which 


he lived. 


John, v 28, 29, isalso referred to, “ Marvel 
netvacthiss for the ene is coming in which all 
that are in their graves shall hear his voice, 
and shell come forth, they thot h ve ve good 
to the resurrection «of tite; lohey thet hav 
done ev 1 to the resursecticn of damnation.-—- 
This p is repeated as indisputable proot 


tha: God will in a future siate m ke an eternal 
separation and dis'inetion in the humen fam'ly 
But « litde atiemion to iis preceding con:ex 
will convince the unprejudic d mind,thai the Sa 
viour alluded to a spiritual and not to a literal 
resurrection. He had just testified to th Jews, 
saving, “For as the Father raiseth up the 
dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will ;” and “ verily. veri- 
ly, Tsay unte you, the hour is coming aad acw 
is, when the dead s all hear the voice of the 
Son of Gad: and they that hear shall live.— 
With the coniext in view, we have no more 
authority for giving this p ssage a liters] eon 
struction, because the terms resurrection and 
graves are employed, than we have to say the 
literal flesh and bloed of Christ is meant when 
he says, chap. vi. verse 53. Except ve eat of 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his bloed, 
ye have no life in you. 

With the same authority we might contend 
for the literal interpretation of Ezekiel, xxxvii. 
12, 13. * Thus saith the Lurd God, Behold, O 
my peo;le, I will open your graves and cause 
you to come up out of your graves.” “ When 
I have opened your graves, O my pecple, and 
brought vou up om of your graves.” Daniel, 
xii. 2, is frequently clipped from its connexion, 
and carried into a future state for proof .f the | 
common notion of a fu‘ure and general judge- | | 
ment, * And many of them that sleep in the | 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlast-/ 


| written in the book 


lug hie, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.” But let this and the preceding 
chapter determine the time of this prediction. 
In the preceding verse, we read, * And at that 
time shall Michiel stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of the people, 
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation, even to 
that sime time; and at that me the people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 
Aad many of them that 


| sleep in the dust ofthe earth shall awoke,” &c. 


| Here isa 


} . 
vere chastisements 
| inflict on the Jewish nation and pes 
ed in the 23d, 











time «of trouble spoken of by the 
prophet. This same tim» of trouble is noticed 
by our Lord Jesus, in his prediction of the se- 
which God was about to 
je, record- 
24:h and 25th chapters of Mat- 
tnew. The prophet speaks of a ume of trou- 
ble, such as was never before paralleled 5 nor 
ever should be «fierwards. What the prophet 
calls trouble, the Saviour c lls tribulation, Mat. 
xxiv. 21, For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no nor ever shall be. In 
this prediction our Lord hud reference to the 
prophecy of Doniel, verse 15, he says, “ When 
ye therefore shall see the abomination of des- 
vlation speken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
inthe holy place. ( Wahoso readeth let him un- 
derstand ‘a cauti.n very necessary at the pre- 
sent age of the world, and 1 would to God it 
were better observed. 

Thus we discover that the Saviour, in des- 
cribing the time—the signs—the calamities :— 
Or in other words, in answering the questions 


| proposed by his disciples in the $d verse of 


this chapter, referred them to the prophecy of 
Daniel. These questions seem to have been 
proposed in consequence of what their master 
had previousiy related in the preceding chap- 
er—the wovs denounced upon the scribes and 
pharisees—that they might fill up the measure 
of their fathers—that they should suffer the 
damnation of hell (gehenna}—that upon that 
generation should come all the righteous blood 
shed upon the earth, from the blood of right- 
eous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son of 
Barachias, whom they had slain between the 
te ple and the altar—that their house should 
be left unto them desvlate—that there should 
not be left one stone upen another that should 
not be thrown down. This was the language, 
which caused the disciples to ask these ques- 
tions privately, saying, “ Tell us when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of 
thy coming?” that is “thy coming” to des- 
troy the temple, Jewish nation and polity, “ and 
of the end of the world,” (ge or dispensation,) 
or end of the world. atcording te the seriptur- 
al use of the termsin Hebrews, ix. 26, But now 
once in the end of the world hath he appeared, 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.— 
1 Cor, x. 11.“ Now all these things happened 
untothem for ensamples: and they are written 
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for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 


world are come, Of the signs which pr-ceded 
this coming of the Son of Man, Jesus gave a 
particular description, but of the precise day 
and hour none but his Father knew. That 
his coming should be as the flood m the days 
of Nouh, verse 39, * And knew not until the 
flood came and took them all away; so. shall 
also the coming of the Sen of Man ben On 
this account he forewarned his disciples, say- 
ing, * Watch therefore; for ye kaow not what 
hour your Lord dothcome.” Aad therefore 
be ve ready, for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Sen of Map cometh.” verse “For as 
the lightning cometh out of the east, and shin- 
eth even unto the west, so shall also the com- 
ing of the S » of Man be.- For whercsoever 
the carcass is there will she eagles be gathered 
tovether. LTmmediately afier the tribulation 
of those divs shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shail fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken, and t en shall ap- 
pear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven, 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in ihe 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

It will not be forgotton that this language is 
applied to the coming of the Son of Min.— 
Similar language is used in the vext chapter. 
“When the Son of Mau shill come in his glo- 
ry, and all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne «f his glory; and be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations, and he 
shill separate them one frem another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.” 
In the 24h chapter, all the tribes of the earth 
are represented as secing the Son of Man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven, with great power 
and glory; to send his angels with a great 
sound of trumpets to gather together his elect 
from the four winds of heaven, from one end 
of heaven to the other, Now could we deter- 
mine when the Son of Man was to come iv his 
glory, with all the holy angels, to sit apon the 
throne of his glory; to gather before him all 
nations, and separate them one from another ; 
to gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other; the 
question concerning time—the time of the com- 
ing of the Son of Man, of the general judge- 
ment, would be setiled at once. Preach- 
ers of modern orthodoxy, at the present day, 
teli us the time is still future, or rather the time 
is in eternity! when the general judgemont 
shall iake place. But whatsaith the Saviour ? 
What saith the scriptures ? “'To the liwand to 
the testimony; If they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” 

After our Saviour had spoken to his disci- 
ples of the c ming of the Son of Man in the 
clouds of heaven, with great power and glory, 
tu send his angels with a great sound of a trum- 
pet, to gather together his elect from the four 
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winds, from the uttermost part of the ea ih to 
uttermost part of heaven 5 

He says, “ Now learn a parable of the fig- 
tree, When his branch is yet vender, and put- 
teth for ih leaves, ye know shat summer is nigh, 
So likewise, when ye shali see all these things, 
know that itis near, even atthe doors,  Ver- 
ily I say unto yr, this gener.stion sh U not 
pass till all these things be fulfilied * Uere we 
have the testimony of Jesus; the testimony of 
him who spake as never man spake, that the 
peri-d when he should be revealed from heav- 
en with his mighty angels to take vengeance 
on the Jewish nation, wus ia the generation in 
which he lived in the flesh. But preachers at 
the present day, afier a lapse of several hund- 
red years, tell us the time of this coming is still 
This is what passes f r orthodoxy. 
ihey tell us the second coming of the Son of 
Man to judgement, is a trath which they fully 
believe, but that the time is not arrived, that. it 
is sti/l future. So say he Jews. They fully 
b lieve in the the first c ming of the promised 
Shiloh. But they siv he has not yet come, 
that his coming is stil/ future; so that one is 
about as orthodox as ihe other. 

A. C, 
Elbridge, 1827. 
[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 
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‘*) AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.”’ 











To the Editors of the Gospel Advocate, 

I send some reflections which occurred on 
reading an article signed TF. G. on™ Election 
and Reprobation,” in the Advocate of 17th 
March. A. 

Your correspondent states the doctrine in 
a light in which | presume no one believes it. 
He says, “ If some are elected to everlasting 
life, the rest of mankind are as certainly re- 
probated to everlasting misery,” and by the 
predetermination of G. d, independent of their 
character. The scripiures represent men as 
bing rewarded according to their works; that 
“ the vesse’s of wrath” are fitted by their wick- 
edness * to destruction ;” and that God © en- 
dures them with much long snffering,”—but 
that * he afore prepared the vessels of mercy 
unto glo-y” by renewing and sanctifving their 
hearts, An reprobation of individuals, mde- 
pendent of characier, is not anv where taught 
in the Bible; but itisa “ perdition of ungod- 
ly men,” who persevere in a course of rebell- 
ion, and “ die in their sins.” His _ seripture 
quotations in that paragraph are irrelevant, as 
their object is to prove G..d’s desire, and com- 
mand that * the wicked should turn from his 
wavs and live 3” which no one doubts. 

The other texts which he has foreed in to 
support the doctrine of universal salvation will 
be easily understood by taking them in connex- 
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ion with the context. viz. Eph. i. 19, 203; 2 
Cor. v. 18,19; 1. Tim. ii. 3,43 Titus ii. 11 
‘Their obvious mesning is that God’s special 
favour was no longer restricted to the Jewish 
nation, but that their religivus privileges were 
equally extended to all the Gentile world, 1 
might enlarge upon. each guotation, if room 
would permit 5 but the candid reader need be 
at no loss if he will carefully examine them in 
connexion. 

I will now compare some of the assertions 
of your correspondent with rhe ible, 

T. G.—*“ God wills, purposes and deter- 
mines that ail shall be saved.” 

Bible-—* Strive two enter in at the strait 
gate: f r many, I say unio you, shall seek to 
enter in, and shell not be able.” 

T.G.—* The requirements of the law 
prove te demonstraticn ‘hat Ged loves all.” 

“ Buble—* God is angry with the wicked 
every day.” 

7. G.—“* The whole family of man is in- 
cluded in Christ’s Church. 

Bible—“ Ye are not of my sheep, as T said 
unto you.” “ They are not all Israel which 
are of Israel.” = Many are called, but few 
chosen.” Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord. Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? &c.—then will I profess unto them I 
never knew you; depari from me ye that 
work iniquity.” 

The reader will see what a difference exists 
between the declarations of your correspondent 





and those of the bible; and whether ‘t. G. or 
the spirit of all truth, shall stand convicted of | 
felsehood, the day of t.od’s righteous retribu- 
tion will determine. But, as in days of old, | 
we have reason to believe that “ God sends ma- 
ny who receive not the love of the truth, strong 
delusior, that they should believe a lie, that 
they all might be dammed who believe not the | 
truth.” “That evil men and seducers shall | 
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being de- 
ceived.” 

And now having seen the fallacy of these | 
doctrines, let us consider the uses and effec’s 
which will accrue from their promulgation,— 
What good can result from exertions to prop- 
agvie them when their disbelief is attended with 
bo evil consequence? Their legitimate effect 
upen him who beheves them is to throw off all 
restiaint, and to induce him to do sll that he 
desires. The froudulent man need no longer 
be agitated by a silly fear of future retribution. 
The midnight assassin who meditates revenge, 
may now plunge the dagger into the bosom of 
his foe. The :obber may gratify his desire of 
plunder. The blood-ibirsty tyrant has nothing 
to fear, The careless sinner who fears not 
Ged, nor regards man, may sleep on in quiet 
security, without being dist:acted by the word 
of the Almighty. “Repent or perish.” The 
beid blasphemer may vent his bitterest curses 
against the God that made him, with mpunity, 


and defy the thunderbolis of his wrath. By , 


| ident as it is that God is almighty. 
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suicide he may in a moment Inunch into eterni- 
ty, and revel in all the joys of elysium 

This is a picture which must shock us; and 
what geod man could approve of the conduct 
ot a being whe would thus give a most unre- 
served sanction to vice of every description, 
by conferring eternal joys upon its polluted do- 
er. A, 

REPLY TO THE FOREGOING, 

We are now to consider the objections of A. to 
the arguments of ‘I’. G. on the doctrine of * Eiec- 
tion and Reprobation’? as published in our 11th 
number. Uf we fully comprehend his meanmg, the 


stated thus: 1. T. 


erred in saying that * if some are clected to 


objections urged by him muy be 
G. has 
everlasting life, the rest are as certainly reprobaied 
to everlasting misery, and by the predetermination 


of tie Almighty.” 2. Tl teach that 


ic scriptures 
mankind are fitted to destruction py their wicked 
ness, and not by the predetermination of the Al- 
Mighty, and the righteous prepared for evcriasting 
happiness by a renewal and sanctification of their 
hearts. 3. That the quotations of T. G. designed 
to sustain the doctrine of universal salvation, when 
read in their connexions, do not prove the doctrine, 
4. That T. G.’s a 


guments are opposed to certain plain passages of 


but otherwise. ssertions and ar 
scripture, as exhibited in the contrast drawn in the 
foregoing articic. And lastly; That the ducirine 


of universalism is pernicious in its effects; imas- 
mach as it takes away the restraints of the gospel, 
and holds out to the vicious, incentives to do evil. 


The foregoing statement, we believe, compre- 
hends the sum and substance of A.’s objections to 
the arguments of T. G. and the doctrine of univer- 
salism generally, and we shall now proceed to show 


the incorrectness of his opinions. 


1. That T. G. has not erred in saying that “if 


some are elected to cverlasting life, the rest are as 
certainly reprobated to everlasting misery, is as ev- 


For it would 


} ia . a9 : 
| make no difference whether God should ceeree that 


some should be endlessly miserable. or determine 
that some might be, while at the same time he knew 
that some would do just what he decreed they 
might. It matters not, whether an omniscient and 
almighty God decrees to-day, yesterday, to-morrow, 
or a thousand years hence; for if any are eternally 
damned, they will be damned by the decree or pur- 
pose of God; and whether God decreed before 
creetion or afterwards, it does not alter the case in 
the least. It is therefore an unavailing variation of 
the position, to say that mankind are damned to all 
eternity, for their wickedness ; because, if God did 
not decree that they should be damned, he having 
almighty power, would prevent their being led on 
to hell by their evi] propensities, which he knew 
But 


T. G. is accused of having stated the doctrine of 


would be the means of their endless misery. 


election and reprobation in a light in which no one 
A. sets off with this assertion. But he 
Every calvinist be- 


believes it. 
does, or should know better. 
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. 
lieves the 
by T. G. and he who assumes to accuse us or our 


doctrine in the sume light represented 
correspondents of misstating the sentiments of our 
opponents, should be prepared to make good his as- 
Whether A. be a calvinist or not, was 
unknown to T. G. nor did he aim his arguments at 


sertions. 


any other opinion but that of election and reproba- 
tion as maintained by calcvinists. It was calcinism 
—old fashioned orthodoxy, which T. G. undertook 
to expose and refute; and, if we mistake not, he 
did what he undertook, to the satisfaction of the 


” 


“candid reader. T. G. has formerly been ac- 
quainted with, and has preached the doctrine of el- 
eclion and reprobation, for more than twenty years; 
That he 
was correct in his positions is evident from the 
“They 


Maintain that God hath chosen a certain number of 


consequently, knows what it is, and was. 
First Point’’ of calvinism, which follows. 


the fallen race of Adam in Christ, before the foun- 
dation of the world, unto eternal glory, accerding 
to his immutable purpose, and of his free grace and 
love, WITHOUT THE LEAST FORESIGHT OF FAITH, GOOD 
WORKS, OR ANY CONDITIONS PERFORMED BY THE CREA- 
tune; and that THe rEst of mankind he was plea: 

ed to PAss BY, and ORDAIN TO DISHONOUR AND WRATH 
fer their sins, to the praise of his vinvictivE jus- 
tice.’”?’ See Buck’s Theo. Dict. p. 72. 
they say that mankind are “ ordained io dishonour 


It is true, 


and wrath for their sins;’’ but they strenuously 


&e. is 


‘without the least foresight of faith, good works or 


contend that all this election, passing by, 


> Con- 


any conditions performed by the creature.’ 
sequently, T. G. was right, and A. is wrong. T. 
G. is not accountable for that hoiy legerdemain by 
which the God-dishonouring points of calvinism are 
concealed from the gaze of the simple, and protec- 
ted from the indignation of every man of sense :— 
His pian was to strip the monster of its mask, and 
exhibit its unseemly deformity! His positions were 
correct and his conclusions logical; therefore, A. 
must bring forth something besides assertions, with 
which to impeach his reasoning, or leave the public 
to draw their own conclusions. 

2. That mankind are fitted for destruction by 
their wickedness, according to the scriptural sense 
of the terms, we cheerfully admit; but that such 
destruction is not ‘‘ endless misery’? is evideni 
from various considerations, among which we men- 
tion the following. 1. The term destruction does 
not imply a continuation of life, or misery, but the 
contrary; hence, may be applied to the present ex- 
istence, but not to the next. 2. The gospel, the 
promises, and even the threatenings of God, all go 
to prove that man shall neither be annihilated, nor 
punished to endless duration. This is made to ap- 
pear from the passages quoted by T. G. and will be 
further noticed in the proper place. Should these 
reasons appear unsatisfactory, we have only to re- 
mind A. that he has not yet brought forward any 
proof in support of a contrary opinion. 

3. That the quotations made by T. G. prove the 
doctrine of an universal salvation from sin, will be 


evident to the candid reader on a careful exawinae 


tion. He first quoted certain texts wherein it was 
shown that it was not the will of God that any 
should be passed by and ordained to dishonour and 
wrath to all eternity, but the coftrary; and then 
proceeded to show from plain scripture declarations, 
that it is, was, and will be, the will of God, which 
he had purposed in himself to save all mankind.— 
Among the texts referred to, are Eph. i. 9, 10. and 
Acts iii. 21. which, to say nothing of other similar 


' declarations, prove beyond controvorsy the truth of 


his positions. A. informs us that “their obvious 
I 


meaning is that God’s special favour was no longer 


restricted to the Jewish nation, but that their relig¢ 
ious privileges were equally extended to all the 
Gentile world.”’ 
and the testimony of holy writ before us; let us see 


Well, here is the assertion of A. 


how they agree. 

Paul. ‘*Whereinhe [God] hath abounded to- 
wards us in all wisdom and prudence; having madé 
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure, which he had purposed in him- 
self; that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one ALL THINGS 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are 
on carth; even in him.’”? Eph. i. 8—10. 

“A,” The “ obvious meaning is that God’sspe 
cial favour was no longer restricted to the Jewish 
nation, but that their religious privileges [here on 
earth of course] were equally extended to all the 
Gentile worid!”’ 

All the holy prophets. 
receive unt.l the times of restitution of ALL THINGS, 


“Whom the heaven must 


which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” Acts iii. 21. 

“A.” “The obvious meaning is that God’s spe- 
cial favour was no longer restricted to the Jewish 
nation, but that their religious privileges were e- 
qually extended to all the Gentile world! 

Paul. ‘For it pleased the Father that in him 
[Christ] should all fulness dwell; and having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to rec- 
oncile ALL THINGs to himself; by him, I say, wheth- 
er they be things in carth, or things in heaven.’’— 
Coi. i. 19, 20, 

* A,"’ “The obvious meaning is that God’s spe- 
cial favour was no longer restricted to the Jewish 
nation, but that their religious privileges were e- 
qually extended to all the Gentile world 

Paul. ‘For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men te 
be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
1. Tim. ii. 2, 4. 


‘*The obvious meaning is that God’s spe- 


truth,’ 

“a 
cial favour was no longer restricted to the Jewish 
nation, but that their religious priviliges were e- 
qually extended to all the Gentile world !” 

We might enlarge, but the foregoing is enough 
to sutisfy the unprejudiced mind, that A. is in dan- 
ger of being condemned by his own words. ‘Tho 
reader will see what a difference. exists between 
the declarations of our correspondent and chose of 
the bible,’”? &c. Let A, clear his skirts of the 
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charge of having at.cupted to limit the Holy one of not.” We then stepped out of the study inte 


Israel—let him bring forth his strong reasons in 
support of his unwarrantable assumptions and he 
shall be heard. 











INLPARTIAL INVES 3G \ TOR. 





‘S EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”’ | 








UNFEELING OUTRAGE. 

The following communication gives a detail of | 

circumstances, which, we presume, are almost with- | 

out a precedent in the dark ages of the world. In- | 
dividuals belonging to nations guided only by the 


“dim light of nature,’”’ have a degree of sympathy 
for the distressed. 


With them, a pareni’s loss, a 


sister’s grief, is mitigated by the tear of generous 
humanity, and a barbarian would blush to acknowi- 
edge himself capable of wantonly wounding the | 
feelings of living relations hy speaking reproach- | 

| 


fully and falsely of the dead. 
led to say, though humanity shudders at the recital, 


But we are cumpel- 


that in this country, even in the county of Monroe, 
among a civilized, yea, achristianized people, a be- 
ing is to be found whose tongue has slandered the | 
dead and abused the living! 
yet told. 
Jesus of Nazareth—a pretended minister of Christ 
gnd the gospel! Yea, he is one of those who 
preach the doctrine of an endless hell! 


But the worst is not 


This person is a professed follower of 


Let him 
take his portion of the condemnation with which he 
threatens others, and may a merciful God renew 
his heart. 


Epitor. 
TO THE. EDITORS OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

There is a young man by the name of Geo, 
P. King, who resides in Henrietta, Monroe co. | 
and is employed by the Presbyterian Church 
in that place as their minister and teacher.— | 
He is a violent opposer of Universalism—has 
said much against the doctrine—and has like- 
wise slandered the character of Universalisis 
generally, by saying that they are dishonest, 
liars, drunkards, sabbath-breakers, profane 
swearers, &c. &c. This is not all. He his | 
attempted, and that in the most disgraceful | 
manner, to slander the character of a young 
man by the name of Lewis Barnes, who died 
in Henrietta on the 29th of Oct. last. 

Mr. King has made assertions respecting the 
character of Mr. Barnes which are as false as 
the declaration of the old se: pent to Eve, when 
he said * ye shall not surely die.” On hear- 
ing of the conduct of Mr. King, I concluded to 
calland see him. IT accordingly did, at which 
time the father of Mr. Lewis Barnes went with 
me. ILalso requesteda ir. Church to accom- 
pany us, to introduce us to Mr, King, as we 
were neither of us acquainted with him. We 
found him in his study and I was first introdu- 
ced to him, and extended my hand towards 
him in friendship But be held bick his own ; 
upon which I observed to him, “ will you not 
shake hands?” His answer was, “ I think 





. 





, fused to shake hands with me, as fullows. 
| 
[REMAINDER NEXT WEEK. ] | 


| lishing my name 


| and it is the desire of Mr. 


the parlour, where we all took seats. He then 
said, he would explain the reason why he re- 
“5 
understand, Mr. Roberts, you are a universa- 
list preacher—I have no fellowship for univer- 
salist preachers ; nor have I any friendship for 


| them whatever; I abhor them !”’ 


After the above had transpired, I tld Mr, 


| King thet the «lject of my visit was, to inquire 
| concerning what he had said relative to univer- 


salists yenerally, and more particalirly relating 
to his declarations as to the religious character 
of Mr. L. Barnes. I then told bim, that if he 
did not mike some retraction, of what he had 
said, | should publish his name to the world — 
He replied, © publish my name as soon as 
you please; what do T care about your pub- 
” He refused to meke any 
retraction whatever. Hence L have thought 
advisable to publish his conduct to the world; 
3arnes, who is an 
aged min, and the father of the young man 
whose character Mr. King bas traduced, that it 
sho:ld be done. 

As to Mr. Lewis Baines who is dead, and 
gone we trust to the mansions of peace where 
* the wicked cease from troubling,” I never 
saw him. I am acquainted with his father, 
and believe him to be a man of excellent char- 
acter, He isa firm believer in the final recon- 
ciliation of all the ransomed creation of God. 

I am also acquainted with the sister of the 
deceased, who I belisve to bean amiable 
young woman. I have conversed with many 
of the most respectable inhabitants of Henriet- 


lta, and with some in Pittsford on the character 


of the deceased, and their united testimony is 


| that he was a young man of the very first res- 


pectability He too, with his aged father, was 
a firm believer in the salvation of al! men.— 
He was called to leave this changing and tran- 
sitory world when young, being twenty-four 
years of age. His sister who waited upon him 
during his illness, when she saw that to all ha- 
man appearance, he must shcrtly die, in- 
quired of him what be then thought of univer- 
salism? He answered , “ it will do to live bv, 
and, GLory To Gop, I have found it will do to 
die by.” 

It is a truth, that Mr. King has wounded the 
heart of an aged parent by traducing and abu- 
sing the character of a beloved son, who is dead 
and gone 3 but all this will not affect the spirit 
of Lewis Barnes: ‘That has ascended to God 
who gave it—while his body is returning to 
its kindred dust. 

I send you with the foregoing statements, @ 
certificate with sixteen names attached to it, 
which testifies what the character of Mr. Lewis 
Bernes was. I wish you to publish the certif- 
icate and the names, as an evidence of the in- 
correciness of Mr King’s statements. Lalso 
send you an extractfrom Mr. King’s sermon, 
which was delivered about three months after 
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the death of Mr. Barnes. The “extrac.” I 
received from Mr. King’s own hand and wish 
you would publish it entire, asit is. Relative 
to that part of the extract which says “ he had 
not read the bible much, and did not know 
much about it,” it may be proper to remark 
that it is very doubtfal whether Mr. Barnes ev- 
er made such an expression. Mi. King says 


he had his information from Mr, Gold, one of 


the members of his church, I called on Mr. 
G. and asked him if he would qualify that such 
was the fact? Hesaid,in reply, his opinion 
was, tha: Mr. Barnes did say so, or words to 
thateffeet. Ido not charge Mr. «, wib hav- 
ing intentionally misrepresented the couveisa- 
tion which ‘ook place between him and Mr. 
Barnes about the time he was taken sick ; but 
Tihink Mr. G, either misunderstood him or 
has forgotten the amount ofthe conversation. 
When I called on Mr. G. he appeared very 
candid, and said that when he conversed with 
Mr. King and related the conversation that pas- 
sed be:ween Me. Barnes and himself, he nev- 
er expected to hear any thing more about it; 
and of course, did net chorge his mind with 
particulars. Mr. G, is anaged man, and prob- 
ably his memory is not as good as it once Was, 
Besides all this, it ismore than six months since 
he had the conversation with Mr, Barnes. An- 
other reason I have for believing that he never 
said what was stated by Mr. King, is, his sis- 
ter informed me that her brother told her that 
he had a conversation with Mr. Gold on a re- 
ligious subject at which time Mr. G. made 
some quotations from the bible which were in 
cotrect, and he (Lewis) had to send for a_bi- 
ble to correct the old gentleman. 

There is another declaration of Mr. King, in 
which there is not even the shadow of truth. 
He said in his discourse while speaking of the 
deceased, * this man was seldom seen at any 
house of public worship.” Now the fact is 
simply this, Mr. Lewis Barnes believed in Christ 
and in the precious gospel of God our Saviour, 
and whenever he had an opportunity to attend 
worship where the gospel was preached, he 
was careful soto do. He frequently attended 
the Baptist meeting. He attended a funeral 
but a few weeks before his death where the 
uomerciful doctrine of endless misery was 
preached ; but so abhorrent were such senti- 
ments to his benevolent soul, that he said to 
Some of his friends, after the funeral was o- 
ver, when I die, if you cannot obtain a Uni- 
versalist preacher to attend my funeral, I had 
rather you would bury my body without any 
ceremony at all.” And on his dying bed, just 
before he “ gave up his spirit,” he requested 
his aged father to obtain brother Knap te at- 
tend his funeral. I sincerely believe, that 
what Mr. King has said relative to the reli- 
eu character of Mr. Barnes, is a base false- 

ood, 

Mr. King says when he makes use of the 
word hell, he means an endless hell—he knows 





of no other. Let him take heed to his steps, 
or it will require the great mercy of God to de- 
liver him from the * lowest hell.” 

I have also obtained the testimony of R. 
Wickwire, Eeq. a gentleman of the first respec- 
tabilitv, living in the town of Henrietia. He 
informs me that he attended one of Mr. King’s 
meetings and heard him say in substance what 
foll.ws. He declared“ that sometimes uni- 
versalists pretended to be moral and honest 
men, but that it is not so :—they are dishonest 
—they are liars, drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, 
and profane swearers.” He continued, “They 
dont read their bibles ; they dont pray in their 
fanilies; the pharisees leave them altogether 
out of sight as to prayer, for they make long 
prayers: they are wretches, with whom no 
good man ought to associate,” &c. &c. 

The foregoing is an unvarnished s.:atement ot 
facts, which I have felt it a duty to communi- 
cate to the publick. It is designed to expose 
the conduct of a profess:d minisier of Christ, 
‘0 serve as a warning to him and all others.— 
May a merciful heaven deliver the world of 
mankind from such impositions as are above 
related ; and may erring mortals learn, that it 
's their duty to comfort the afflicted, instead of 
infleting pain upon the wounded hearts of God’s 
mourning children, 


HENRY ROBERTS. 
REMARKS. 


On a second perusal of the foregoing narrative of 
facts, it occurred to us, that a case so extraor- 
dinary ought not to be passed over in silence. He 
who violates the grave, or disturbs the mouldering 
ashes of the dead, is entitled to all that distinction 
which his infamous conduct requires to render it en- 
tirely odious to every feeling soul. The wretch— 
whoever he may be—whether a preacher of hell, 
or a fisherman of Billingsgate—Whether a lord o- 
verGod’s heritage, or the tenant of a dung-hill,— 
the wretch, we repeat, who can wantonly sport with 
the reputation of the dead, or the wounded sensi- 
bilities of the living, should be taught by the indig- 
nation of every parent, wife, husband, brother or 
sister, that his seat in the scale of being is below 
the throne of a beggar ! Are we to be insulted by 
being told that such beings are sent forth as heralds 
of the cross? Are the followers of Jesus to be dis- 
tinguished by those infernal credentials which enti- 
tle them to practice such unheard of cruelties with 
impunity? Great God ! have we come to this! Are 
the feelings of surviving relatives to be sported 
with by such impostors, merely because they are 
clothed with the garments of the sacerdotal office ? 
No, thankheaven. The good sense of the people 
will not fail todiscountenance such outrageous im- 
positions, 

The statements of Br. Roberts carry along with 
them evidence of their authenticity; and Mr. King 
must rest under the imputation of having betrayed 
his sacred trust, in causing additional grief to the 
mourning relatives of the esteemed and virtuous 
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Mi. Barues. 4.0. Ki rediect upen the cruelty of 
his conduct when his head.is laid upon the pillow ; 
let him bring io view the spirit of the deceased ;— 
and wiile it hovers o’er his guilty liead, let him re- 
pent ! Ir he have one tendér string to his heart ; if 
there be one good feeling in his soui; if there be 
yet lurking around his earthiy tabernacle, one prin- 
ciple of justice, or one item ofa good man’s con- 
science, then we shail he satisfied that his hell on 
earth will be sufficiently severe ! 

We are truly grateful for the favour conferred 
apon the publick by brother R. in furnishing ihe fore- 
going narrative of those facts. We shall oniy add, 
muy the atilicted relauves of the deceased, be com- 


forted with the assurance that Jesus is their friend ; | 
and may they remember that God joves his offspring, | 


even those that hate him. Let it be alse remem- 


bered that the immorta! part of their relative is be- 
youd the reach of the wicked 
le. 

In confirmation of the foregoing relation of facts, 
and asaboid and efieciual reiuiation of ihe 


who deligiit to troub- 


as} cr- 
sions of Mr. King, we give the extraet from his ser- 
mon alluded to in ike foiegoing, followed by the 





certificate, signed by sixteen respectable persons, | 


showing the falsity of his slanderous accusations 
and the respectability of the deceased. 

EXTRACT FROM KING’S LIBELLOUS SERMON. 

“ Let not that min, therefore, who would 
avoid that vengeance, which will come upon 
bold blasphemers, say there’s no heli. And 
doubiless, thuse who do believe tiere’s no hell, 
are viven over 
lie. that they may be damned. 
ble instance of delusion and depravity occurred 
in this very town about three menths since, 
This mau, aiier a sickness of two or three 
weeks, died. He bad lived like a Acathen in 
this christian land: said he had net read the 
bible much, and did not know much aout it, 
but had* come to the determination of giving it 
a thorough reading ; this was at the beginning 
of his sickness, when he was aot aware that 
he was so scon to appear before God to an- 
swer for hissins. This man was seldom seen 


to strong delusion to believe a | 
Such a horti- | 





at any house of publick worship, and was emi- 
nently destitute of any regaid whatever tv the 
subject of religon. And what think you such 
a sinner said, a few days betore his death, when 
he himself had given up all hope of recovery, 
and expected soon to be in eternity, ‘The de- 
luded wretch said, the doctrine of a hell was 
all priesterafi and sidiculous : and this sinner, 
who, by his ungodly life had become so ennn- | 
ently fitted for destruction, appeared to be hun- | 
est in saying that he believed there was no ' 
hell—he appea.ed to be in no more tear than 
a brute of experiencing any punishment for his 
sins. Do you perceive then my hearers, how 
great may be the delusion of a hardened sin- 
ner? And do you suppose that God does not 
in this age, as well as in former times, send 
strong delusion on some of the ungodly, that 
they may certainly be damned? There are 


! 


some such men, beyond all doubt. If you 
wish to know who they are and what they be- 
heve, you cannot probably come nearer the 
truth than to fix your eye on the hardened 
wreich who believes there’s no hell.” 
CERTIFICATE, 
IN VINDICATION OF MR. BARNES’ CHARACTER, 
Henrietta, April 5th, 1827 

We, the uncersigued, do certify that we 
have been invimately acquaimed with Mr L, 
Barnes, a young man who died in this town, 
«nithe 29th of October last, for two years pre. 
vious io his death, and we have no hesitation 
in saying that he was. young man of the very 
fist respectability. We have ever found him 
to be a ssber, honest and industricus young 
min, and on orssment to the society in which 
he lived: he died much Ismented by all who 
knew him 

Richard Dmanals, Charles Dannals, Benj. 
Ba'dwin, Ezra Howard, Isuac Robinson, 
Somes Lewis, Evisha Gage, B W Diunefer, 
Walter Clouga, John Garwn, Agustus Nor- 
tun, Etder Denicl Brow, of Pittsford, Sar- 
geant Bagly, Joshua Trigg, Sargeant In- 
sign, Amos Corhin, 
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LITTLE CHARLES, 

Well, Charles is highly pleased to-day, 

I gave him leave to go and play i 

Upon the green, with bat and ball; 

And when he heard his playmates call, 

Away he sprung across the plain, 

To join the little merry train. 

But here he comes—why, what means this ! 

I wonder what has gone amiss,— 

Why, Charles, how came you back so soon ? 

I gave you leave to stay till noon. 

“I know it sir, and I intended 

To play till every game was ended ; 

But, to say truth, 1 could not bear 

To hear those little fellows swear— 

They cast such frightful, horrid oaths, 

From their abominable mouths, 

And cursed so bold and fearlessly, 

That the cold chills ran over me— 

For I was seized with awful dread 

That sume of them wou!d drop down dead— 

And so I turned and came away, 

For, Pa, I was afraid to st a tr 

Good boys never will stay among thos e who curse 

and swear, but will ran away from them as fast as 
they can. 
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